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The months of September and October are among the most exciting times in youth ministry.  As a
youth pastor, I always looked forward to this time of the year.  It means that school is in full swing
and that there are exciting opportunities for students to live out their faith on their campuses.

September also meant that �See You at the Pole� (SYATP) was the fourth Wednesday of the month.
This year was no exception.  On September 23 tens of thousands of students in our area gathered at

their schools flagpoles to pray.

Each year the local media outlets contact us to give them information on
SYATP.  We are glad they do.  I am thrilled to know that the Christian
students, who are not ashamed to be salt and light for Jesus, are noticed.
Not noticed for their sakes, but noticed so that the Father may be glorified
(Mt. 5:16).

It is a great privilege to be one person who speaks to the media on behalf
of students and ministers.  I wanted to share with you some of the things
that I always try to emphasize about See You at the Pole when given the
opportunity.

1. When the students gather they are praying to the God of the Bible
� In today�s culture people perceive the term God many different
ways.  Saying that we are praying to God is not distinctive enough.
There is no doubting that SYATP is a Christian event.  From its
very beginning in Texas it has been a local Christian church
movement to petition the throne of the God of Abram, Isaac, and
Jacob.

2. See You at the Pole is not the only time that students can pray at school � With some of the media there seems
to be a misnomer that prayer in school is illegal.  I have told TV reporters that as long as there are tests in
school there will always be prayer in school!  Students do not give up their First Amendment rights when they
step on a middle school or high school campus. They can pray anytime they desire.

3. See You at the Pole is not the only time that Christian students gather on their campus � In fact, as you well
know there are many opportunities for students to gather together with other believers while at school.  First
Priority clubs are one of these opportunities.  I always try to emphasize that there are 15,000 to 20,000
students involved in First Priority clubs each week of the school year!  When you add that to other great groups
and clubs like Fellowship of Christian Athletes that number becomes even greater.

First Priority at Oak Mountain Middle School is already busy
fulfilling the mission to touch every student with the love and
message of Jesus Christ, one student at a time.  Each year
many students move to a new state or area of town where they
find themselves involved in a new school.  This year we have
101 new students to our community and First Priority wanted
them to feel welcome and special here at Oak Mountain.  We
hosted a breakfast for all the new teenagers in order to meet us
and hear about the many opportunities they could get involved
with, and of course meet each other and make some new
friends.  This was a great way to connect
with others and to show them the love of
Christ in a practical way.

I challenge each school to find those
creative opportunities to serve, and bless
their school because Evangelism isn�t just
speaking about the love of Christ it is
showing them Christ and earning the right
to be heard.  I look forward this year to
hear about all the great ways students are
touching the lives of others� on the campus.

Oak Mountain Middle School Ministers to New Students

(con�t on inside)



It is evident in the air that the seasons are changing. The weather is
a bit cooler and the grass is not growing quite as quick, but one of
the greatest parts of this season comes on Friday nights, Saturdays,
and Sundays: FOOTBALL! For most people in the South, we will
watch football played by any team, at any time, in any way we can
get it. Players work tirelessly for weeks on end to prepare for their
next opponent, the fans are talking constantly about what happened
last week and what their team will do this weekend, and the coaches
are always devising their next game plan, readying their team to
implement it on the field. Let�s think for a moment, what if the coach
did not do his job? What would the outcome be? What would
happen if they never prepared or made a game plan? It is obvious

that their team would struggle, players would have no direction, and the coach might not be coaching for much longer.

This would never happen in the world of football, although, this happens every day in the realm of campus ministry.
Students, teachers, and ministers walk on campuses every day with the intention to reach students on their campus but
have no idea how to do it. They have great passion, but no plan. Reaching these students is a great task so we must have
a plan of action.  People wonder why clubs fizzle, ministry projects never take place, and students are not leading. It is
because the team is not on the same plan and the students do not have a game to play in.

The question is: What is your plan to reach EVERY student
on your campus?

At First Priority we have a plan and resources to help you
reach every student on your campus with the revolutionary
love and message of Jesus Christ. Our staff is here to train
you in this plan. Over the last weeks, thousands of students
have been trained in the ACTS Revolution strategy. This
helped these students focus on their campus, be strategic
when meeting together, and go beyond the walls of their
meeting to minister to their campus. Now, students on these
campuses have a plan and a game to play in.

Matt Wilson
First Priority Area Director

First Priority�s Game Plan
4. See You at the Pole is not the only time that students gather to pray at the flagpole � We frequently hear

reports of students using their schools flagpole as a gathering place to pray all during the school year.  Some
meet on a certain day every week.  Some meet every
day!  I have even heard of students that would come
extra early in the morning one day a week to pray at
the flagpole so they could attend their First Priority
Club meeting that morning as well.

5. There does not seem to be a decline in interest of
See You at the Pole from students � The truth is that
many schools are reporting more students gathered
to pray this year than every before.  Of course you
always see the picture or hear the story of a student
being the only one to show up at their school. This
does happen, but it is rare.  We must remember that
students like to be challenged.  Even if they are the
only one to show up at least they were faithful.
Sometimes as leaders we fail to challenge students
to do something bold because we do not want to
set them up for failure.  What a shame when some
adult leaders do not believe more in their students.

Thank you for all you do for the students!  Our desire
is to serve you in your ministry.

con�t from front page

Join First Priority and Chick-fil-A for a high-impact, ex-
citing one-day conference.  There will be great live music
and inspirational messages geared toward highly-motivated
student leaders and Teacher Sponsors involved in First
Priority campus ministry.  Here�s what some have said
about last year�s conference:

�I enjoyed the speakers and their invigorating talks.
They answered a lot of the questions I have and got
me pumped up to spread the word and be an ex-
ample.�

�I really liked all the messages, I felt like they had
real meaning, one that I could relate to.  It really
touched me.�


